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How little did the Indian political leaders realize that
the dictum of Disraeli—" India must never be made the
sport of party "—was strictly adhered to by the British
Parliament. As far as one could predict, in matters relating
to India's relationship with Great Britain, the British
political parties would ultimately act in unison.
The Indian opposition, however, induced Lord Irwin to
adopt a conciliatory policy which, as we shall see in the
following pages, resulted in throwing the Report of the
Commission into the shade. On this point, Mr. Cadogan
writes :
" Reviewing the whole matter in the light of all that
has occurred since the appointment of the Commission, it
is a justifiable complaint that its Report has been * re-
pudiated by the Indian intelligentsia and ignored by the
Imperial Government.' "1
d LORD IRWIN'S CONCILIATORY POLICY
The organized boycott of the Statutory Commission by
the Congress, the predominant political party in India, with
which some of the notable All-India leaders joined, made
Lord Irwin uneasy about the success of the Commission.
Gandhi's re-entry into the arena of politics, the publication
of the Nehru Report,2 the adoption of proposals for Dominion
Status as the basis for the Constitution of India, the growing
influence of the apostles of an aggressive nationalism in the
Congress, and finally, the threat of reviving the non-co-
operation campaign if the Nehru Report were not accepted
by the British Parliament before the end of 1929, all these
indications of revolt appeared to Lord Irwin as being fatal
to the welfare of India and to her relations with Great
Britain,
He had realized that the psychological background of
the revolt was the want of confidence in the sincerity and
1	See " The India We Saw/' by the Hon. Edward Cadogan, C.B., M.P
2	The Report of a Committee appointed by the All-Parties Conference
of 1928 to determine the principles of a Constitution for India.

